
 

 

PRESS RELEASE  

DUBAI CREATES UNIQUE PLATFORM TO INSPIRE WITH FIRST 

ASSOCIATION LEADERS GETAWAY 
 

• Dubai to welcome international association leaders for immersive getaway, set to be held 
from 10-13 December 

• Networking, trials and discussion to tackle themes and trends that impact associations locally 
and regionally 
 

Dubai, United Arab Emirates. 3 September 2018: Dubai Association Centre (DAC), a joint initiative of 

the Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the Dubai Department of Tourism and Commerce 

Marketing (DTCM) and Dubai World Trade Centre (DWTC), is to host the city’s first-ever Association 

Leaders Getaway. Taking place from 10-13 December, it follows on from the success of the first Dubai 

Association Conference, held in late 2017, which focused on building a strengthened community and 

robust ecosystem for associations in the region. The Getaway is designed to offer a unique platform for 

networking, trials and discussions, all set amidst immersive experiences and scenic settings around the 

city. 

 

Issam Kazim, Chief Executive Officer of Dubai Corporation for Tourism and Commerce Marketing, 

said: “Following the inaugural Dubai Association Conference last year, the city has witnessed a marked 

increase in interest from association representatives, both regionally and globally. The Association Leaders 

Getaway is an effort to harness this interest and create a platform for association members to network, 

share knowledge and best practice, in an engaging setting, beyond the confines of meeting rooms. We are 

confident that the Getaway will prove to be an invaluable experience for all attendees, while being a crucial 

step forward in our city’s evolution.” 



 

 

 
 

The four-day event will bring together 60 attendees representing local, regional and international 

associations, in addition to Dubai Government representatives, university students and academics, as well 

as association volunteer leaders. The Getaway will support in curating themes and topics of interest for 

the next Dubai Association Conference, set to take place in 2019. 

 

Hassan Al Hashemi, Member of the Executive Committee of Dubai Association Centre and Vice 

President of International Relations at Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said: “By launching 

this unique event, we are creating a platform for open and constructive dialogue where associations from 

around the world can discuss important matters and share valuable insights. These perspectives will help 

the Dubai Association Centre tailor its activities and agenda to meet the needs of associations. We are 

confident that the event will provide an unforgettable experience for participants and boost Dubai’s global 

profile as an attractive hub for associations.”  

 



 

 

 
 

The itinerary features sessions aimed at tackling current themes and trends that impact associations in 

the region. The inaugural session focuses on the significance of having a ‘global mindset’, where attendees 

will be encouraged to think global and communicate beyond local or regional borders. A session, titled 

‘Association Insomnia: What Keeps Association Executives Up at Night?’’, is a workshop aimed at 

identifying workable solutions to overcome current challenges, all in the midst of preparing an authentic 

Emirati lunch.  

 

The agenda also includes a session on ‘Youth Integration’ as associations are increasingly looking at ways 

to become more appealing to the next generation. Attendees will also witness a panel discussion on 

‘Working Together to Advance Humanity’ which will be led by the Dubai Future Foundation following a 

tour of the Dubai Future Academy. The closing session, titled ‘Going Back to Basics: Going Back in Time’, 

is centred around understanding how Bedouins survived in the past, travelling across the desert with the 

stars being their sole guide. 

 



 

 

Mahir Julfar, Senior Vice President, Venues Management at Dubai World Trade Centre, said: “Dubai’s 

first-ever Association Leaders Getaway will provide industry leaders and delegates the platform to 

collaborate and connect with one another, and help cultivate innovation in our region. It is our pleasure at 

DWTC to facilitate such efforts, which further the UAE’s economy and position it as a knowledge hub. By 

tapping into industry networks and fostering stimulating discussion, we are confident the Associations 

Leaders Getaway will enrich business activity in key industries, regionally and globally.”  

 

 
 

The launch of the Association Leaders Getaway comes following the surge in associations building a 

presence within the city. As of July this year, the Dubai Association Centre had a total of 58 licensed 

associations, with 16 registrations received in the first half of 2018, reflecting growth of 38%. This is 

testament to Dubai’s strengthened position of being the destination of choice for associations to set up 

regional headquarters. Since its establishment in 2014, the Centre has evolved to become a gateway for 

international associations that are looking to tap into the rapidly transforming city as well as the Middle 

East region. 



 

 

 

For more information about Dubai Association Centre, visit www.dubaiassociationcentre.com 

 
-END- 

 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 

About Dubai’s Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing (Dubai Tourism) 

With the ultimate vision of positioning Dubai as the world’s leading tourism destination and commercial hub, Dubai 

Tourism’s mission is to increase the awareness of Dubai among global audiences and to attract tourists and inward 

investment into the emirate. Dubai Tourism is the principal authority for the planning, supervision, development and 

marketing of Dubai’s tourism sector. It markets and promotes the Emirate’s commerce sector, and is responsible for 

the licensing and classification of all tourism services, including hotels, tour operators and travel agents. Brands and 

departments within the Dubai Tourism portfolio include Dubai Business Events, Dubai Calendar, and Dubai Festivals 

and Retail Establishment (formerly known as Dubai Events and Promotions Establishment). 
 

About Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

Established in 1965, the Dubai Chamber of Commerce & Industry is a non-profit public entity whose mission is to 

represent, support and protect the interests of the business community in Dubai. The Chamber aims to create a 

favourable business environment by supporting the development of business and promoting Dubai as an 

international business hub. As one of the world’s largest membership-based chambers of commerce, Dubai 

Chamber helps companies develop their commercial activities and compete globally, while it operates several 

representative offices across the Middle East, Africa, Asia and Latin America. 

 

About Dubai World Trade Centre 

Since opening in 1979, Dubai World Trade Centre (DWTC) has played a central role in the growth of the region’s 

international trade. With over 1.3 million square feet of covered exhibition space, it is the region’s largest purpose-

built events complex, hosting over 500 business events annually and welcoming over 3 million visitors. DWTC serves 

as a multi-dimensional business catalyst, focusing on Venues, Exhibitions and Event Organising, and Real Estate 

Management. Most recently, the establishment of the new Dubai World Trade Centre Authority as a Free Zone entity 

has strengthened DWTC’s ability to deliver a logistically efficient, business-conducive regulatory environment, 

offering global enterprises a uniquely flexible base from which to service new growth opportunities across continents. 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Dubai Tourism 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsmex12-5-en-ctp.trendmicro.com%3A443%2Fwis%2Fclicktime%2Fv1%2Fquery%3Furl%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.dubaiassociationcentre.com%26umid%3Dd46242fc-5273-47f4-9bc1-fc739a9ec1b1%26auth%3Db2a149002c41e12725aaa8bf5a7841cc327eaf82-6a92761dfc66c1e121404d6f4ee78ca7011ce7b5&data=02%7C01%7CMia.Khalil%40edelman.com%7Cc09877bced3149189fdc08d61164f07c%7Cb824bfb3918e43c2bb1cdcc1ba40a82b%7C0%7C0%7C636715522590202944&sdata=Y5lZpklr5u3FXdJyaGt1g%2Fq8JledPDOza1De2vuvtL4%3D&reserved=0
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