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Dubai Tourism signs MoUs with four leading sustainability entities 
to kick-start the Dubai Sustainable Tourism Initiative 

Etihad ESCO, Dubai Carbon, Emirates Environmental Group and Emirates Wildlife Society-WWF among first to support unique tourism initiative to significantly reduce carbon footprint

Dubai, UAE 25 September 2016: Dubai’s Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing (Dubai Tourism) today announced it was partnering with four locally-based environmental entities to kick-start its Dubai Sustainable Tourism Initiative (DSTI) aimed at positioning Dubai as one of the world’s leading sustainable tourism destinations.

As part of the environmental initiative, Dubai Tourism signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) separately with Etihad ESCO, Dubai Carbon, Emirates Environmental Group and Emirates Wildlife Society - WWF to strengthen collaboration and jointly support more sustainable industry practices that provide benefits to the hospitality industry and community.

The MOUs signed with the four environmental bodies will pave the way for the successful implementation of the DSTI roadmap.  The MoUs allow each partner entity to impart their specialised skills, expertise and technical know-how into the tourism and hospitality sector. As part of the DSTI roadmap mandate, various training workshops will be run for the benefit of hotels to enhance the sustainability management methods by sharing best practices with all stakeholders in the tourism industry.

DSTI, which evolved from the Dubai Green Tourism Awards launched in 2008, is a regional trendsetter in environmental conservation practices with its free 12-steps guideline offered to stakeholders in the hospitality sector designed to significantly lower carbon emissions. 

Commenting on the partnership with the environmental entities, Ahmed Khalifa Al Falasi, CEO, Corporate Services and Investments, Dubai Tourism, said: “The signing of MoUs with major players in the field of environmental conservation represents a crucial step in our Dubai Sustainable Tourism Initiative, which is inspired by the vision of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum UAE Vice President, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai to transform the emirate into a sustainable city. Dubai Tourism is proud to have pioneered this local initiative to encourage our stakeholders in the hospitality sector to contribute towards environmental sustainability, and ultimately a flourishing green economy that will help ensure a healthy emirate for future generations.
“As the Dubai Sustainable Tourism Initiative is a cornerstone of tourism development in the emirate, we would like to express our appreciation for the wholehearted support extended by these four partners as it touches the heart of our sustainability strategy, which revolves around the key pillars of innovation and collaboration.  We are confident that other environmental groups will join the Dubai Sustainable Tourism Initiative, and together we aim to prove that we can help make a difference.”
DSTI provides a platform to share best practices in environmental sustainability with the hospitality industry and the community. Among the main objectives of DSTI are to promote energy conservation, create energy efficiency services, and increase the adoption of environmental sustainable practices among the hospitality sector. 
Top officials of the four entities have hailed the partnership with Dubai Tourism to promote the Dubai Sustainable Tourism Initiative.
Mr. Waleed Salman, Chairman of Dubai Carbon, said: “We have to ensure that green practices are being adhered to by all stakeholders. We at the centre, believe that our partnership with Dubai Tourism will bring significant improvements in the consumption patterns and help organisations to take positive actions to go green. In line with the DSTI, Dubai Carbon’s green assessment tool will allow government entities and businesses to track their operational efficiency especially in the tourism and hospitality sector, thus safeguarding that Dubai’s tourism sector remains not just green, but more importantly, it will remain sustainable.”
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Mr. Ali Al Jassim, CEO, Etihad ESCO, said: "Dubai Sustainable Tourism Initiative is a major step forward to make Dubai greener. Etihad ESCO has developed a vast expertise helping its clients save energy in their buildings; through signing this Memorandum of Understanding with Dubai Tourism, we are pleased and excited to be able to contribute to the initiative by helping Dubai hotels save electricity and water to make them more sustainable and efficient."
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Ms. Habiba Al Marashi, Chairperson, Emirates Environmental Group, said: “We are delighted with this collaboration with the Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing on Dubai’s Sustainable Tourism Initiative to help strengthen the sustainability agenda in the tourism sector within Dubai. In a country like UAE, where tourism is a big industry, Dubai Tourism has placed strong emphasis on environmental conservation and sustainable development within the tourism sector. Its continuous effort towards raising awareness of the importance of sustainable practices aligns with the core values of EEG. We are confident that our partnership will have a positive impact on the UAE and the tourist community. We will work proactively towards promoting sustainable consumption of resources and protection of the environment by creating best practices amongst the hospitality industry.”
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Ms. Laila Abdullatif, Deputy Director General, EWS-WWF, said: “We are excited to be partnering with the Dubai Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing to foster more sustainable practices within the tourism sector in Dubai. The Dubai Sustainable Tourism Initiative is a good example of how public -private partnerships can unite to progress the sustainability agenda in the UAE and deliver tangible results within a key sector.  The Initiative will also bring us closer to the UAE Vision 2021, supporting the government in turning its ambitious plans into reality through scaling up sustainable development and efficient resource management.”
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Notes to Editors

About Dubai’s Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing (Dubai Tourism)

With the ultimate vision of positioning Dubai as the world’s leading tourism destination and commercial hub, Dubai Tourism’s mission is to increase the awareness of Dubai among global audiences and to attract tourists and inward investment into the emirate.

Dubai Tourism is the principal authority for the planning, supervision, development and marketing of Dubai’s tourism sector. It markets and promotes the Emirate’s commerce sector, and is responsible for the licensing and classification of all tourism services, including hotels, tour operators and travel agents. Brands and departments within the Dubai Tourism portfolio include Dubai Convention and Events Bureau, Dubai Calendar, and Dubai Festivals and Retail Establishment (formerly known as Dubai Events and Promotions Establishment). In addition to its headquarters in Dubai, Dubai Tourism operates 20 offices worldwide.
About Etihad ESCO

Etihad ESCO is a government owned entity operating under the Dubai Supreme Council of Energy,

and a venture of Dubai Electricity and Water Authority (DEWA). It is a Super Energy Service Company that enables the energy performance contracting market in Dubai to develop energy efficiency projects targeting more than 30,000 buildings. Under the DSTI initiative, Etihad ESCO is providing the hotels industry with access to finance that will facilitate the retrofit of existing buildings along with other initiatives such as increasing the awareness on energy efficiency, applying monitoring and reporting tools and to introduce sustainability standards for the hotels industry.
About Dubai Carbon Centre of Excellence 

Dubai Carbon Centre of Excellence (DCCE), the first-of-its-kind centre in the region, under the Supreme Council of Energy, promotes Dubai’s transition to a low-carbon green economy and is responsible for monitoring the levels of carbon emissions in the emirate. DCCE was established in January 2011, as an agreement between the Supreme Council of Energy and the UNDP. The DCCE offers advisory and carbon aggregation services to facilitate Dubai’s transition to a low-carbon economy. 
About Emirates Environmental Group

The Emirates Environmental Group (EEG) is a professional working group established in 1991 with the aim of protecting the environment through the means of education, action programs and community involvement EEG will support DTCM on the implementation of the Dubai Sustainable Tourism Initiative by developing awareness campaigns related to community support and in introducing best practices in waste management and the development of CSR activities.

EEG is accredited to the United Nations Environment Program – (UNEP), United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification – (UNCCD), the International Union for Conservation of Nature – (IUCN), and the Global Environment Facility (GEF-CSO) Network. EEG is a signatory of the United Nations Global Compact (UNGC).
About EWS-WWF

Emirates Wildlife Society is a national (UAE) environmental non-governmental organisation established in 2001 under the patronage of HH Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Ruler’s representative in the western region and Chairman of Environment Agency-Abu Dhabi.

Emirates Wildlife Society works in association with WWF, one of the world’s largest and most respected independent conservation organisations, with offices in 100 countries. The association is commonly known as EWS-WWF.

Our vision is to build a future where humans live in harmony with nature. Our mission is to conserve nature and reduce the most pressing threats to the environment. We work with people and institutions in the UAE and region, to implement conservation solutions through science, research, policy, education and awareness.

EWS-WWF will support DGTP in developing awareness campaigns, training programs and create customized toolkits and educational collaterals to educate the guests, hotel staff, operators and hotel owners.
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