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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Dubai’s Ranking as Elite Business Events Hub Reaffirmed

Dubai maintains parity with global cities according to latest meetings industry statistics 
17 July 2016, Dubai, UAE – Dubai’s status as a premier business event destination for some of the world’s most prestigious events has been reinforced by the latest rankings published by the Union of International Associations (UIA), which saw the city maintain its number 14 position in the 2015 International Meetings Statistics report. 
“We are immensely proud of the fact that Dubai has maintained its strong position in the UIA’s rankings in the face of renewed competition and strong economic headwinds, globally,” said Issam Kazim, Chief Executive Officer of Dubai Corporation for Tourism and Commerce Marketing.
“Our aim remains to break into the top 10 destinations and, together with our partners, I am confident that we will achieve this as we build a global knowledge hub here in Dubai.”

The latest affirmation of Dubai’s standing comes on the back of its selection to host the World Expo in 2020. Dubai expects to attract as many as 20 million visitors by 2020.
This year’s International Meetings Statistics Report is the 57th Edition of the UIA’s analysis of trends in the international meetings industry, showing consistency in Dubai’s rise among international meeting cities, after rising seven places in just two years - up from number 21 in 2013. 
The announcement follows another impressive showing in the standing of the world’s top association meetings cities, as annually tracked by the International Congress and Convention Association (ICCA). Released in May of this year, the 2015 ICCA Country and City Rankings track the number of rotating international association meetings that take place around the world each year.  In 2015, a total of 56 were hosted in Dubai. This volume of events allowed the city to retain its top 50 position globally, ranking 46th, following a significant leap from 63rd place in 2013. In the Asia Pacific and Middle East region rankings, Dubai also improved its position, moving up two places from number 12 to 10.
Firmly positioned as the number one business events destination in the Middle East, Dubai also entered the league of ‘Top 25 Meeting Destinations in Europe Middle East Africa’ (EMEA) – a first in another major industry ranking annually tabulated by Cvent. The leading cloud-based event management platform evaluates over 2,500 cities determined by a set of qualifying criteria including meeting and event booking activity in the Cvent Supplier Network, as well as the number of meeting and event venues available in the destinations ranked. 
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***

NOTES TO EDITORS

About Dubai Business Events – the Official Convention Bureau                                                                                                                  
Dubai Business Events (DBE) – the Official Convention Bureau, aims to further develop and increase Dubai's share of the international business events market in order to grow economic development, jobs and knowledge creation in the emirate. DBE’s main goal, as a division of Dubai Tourism, is to establish the Emirate as a premier business event destination by helping organizers of international meetings, incentives, congresses and exhibitions plan and manage every aspect of their event. DBE's service standards are audited by Lloyd's Register Quality Assurance as part of DBE’s membership of BestCities Global Alliance that aim to deliver the world's best service experience for the meeting industry. 
About Dubai’s Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing (Dubai Tourism)

With the ultimate vision of positioning Dubai as the world’s leading tourism destination and commercial hub, Dubai Tourism’s mission is to increase the awareness of Dubai among global audiences and to attract tourists and inward investment into the emirate.

Dubai Tourism is the principal authority for the planning, supervision, development and marketing of Dubai’s tourism sector. It markets and promotes the Emirate’s commerce sector, and is responsible for the licensing and classification of all tourism services, including hotels, tour operators and travel agents. Brands and departments within the Dubai Tourism portfolio include Dubai Convention and Events Bureau, Dubai Calendar, and Dubai Festivals and Retail Establishment (formerly known as Dubai Events and Promotions Establishment). In addition to its headquarters in Dubai, Dubai Tourism operates 20 offices worldwide.

For further information about DTCM, please contact:

Leah Ferguson

Edelman on behalf of Dubai Tourism

Senior Account Executive 

Leah.Ferguson@edelman.com 

+971 50 613 9356
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