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Abaya designers unwrap the beauty in style 
at DSF Cover Pop-up Shop


As part of the extraordinary line-up of Apparel and Fashion-themed events of DSF 2016,  
an Abaya concept pop-up shop titled ‘Cover Pop-up Shop (DSF Edition)  took place from 18 January 2016 to 20 January at The Lounge, Fashion Avenue, the Dubai Mall.  15 Abaya designers from around the Middle East were carefully selected by Hessa Al Falahi, the Founder of ‘Cover,’ to showcase their latest collection of Abayas to guests. Each designer’s kiosk was decorated in sublime geometrical patterns with hues of hazel, sepias and moon-lit night sky blue. 

The lush interiors complimented the kiosks as the Lounge offered a stunning blue view of Dubai Fountains and Souk Al Bahar to its guests who wandered at leisure while perusing the different pieces of work, speaking to the designers about their latest work and enjoying fresh snacks while seated.


Hessa Al Falahi said: “The concept of ‘Cover,’ the Abaya pop-up shop is all about embracing the beauty and elegance of a woman while dressing modestly.  Hence, the choice in the name of ‘Cover.’  As part of the unique Abaya pop-up experience, I wanted to create a cozy and welcoming space where selected designers had the opportunity to show off their collection. Guests were able to see Abaya collections that are not available in the market. I run the pop-up shop only thrice a year and for a very short duration. It builds up an expectation for guests to attend the next one and see new collections.”


The Abaya pop-up concept came up as a result of Hessa’s passion for fashion. Moreover, with her eye for design, she makes a very good fashion curator, she knows all the trends and brings the best to the guests.   “I started blogging in 2009 about all things art and fashion. I wanted to do something more than that, however, and that is how ‘Cover’ came to be.”

This unique pop-up shop started in mid 2012 when it first launched at Traffic Gallery, Al Quoz, with only 9 designers. While the numbers of designers have slightly grown over the years, Hessa desires to keep the pop-up shop small and inviting. “Emerging designers need to have the space to show their work and guests want to enjoy looking at different kiosks while enjoying the beauty of each Abaya. Which is why I desire to keep the pop-up shop with only a small number of designers at any given Abaya pop-up shop.”


Hameda Al Othman is the designer behind Topaz, a Saudi fashion brand. Topaz showcased their Abaya collection which consisted of a beautiful mix of complimenting fabrics. While the brand started out working with the traditional black colour for the Abayas, by popular demand, they ended up diversifying their collection by adding more colours. Which explains why there were not only a mix of Abayas in black and white but also neutral colours of pale turquoise, mocha and sombre hues. 

The spokesperson for Topaz, Huda Al Omran, Hameda’s daughter, said, “This is our second time being a part of ‘Cover.’ What we love is the ambience and it’s a pleasure working with Hessa as well. So far, our guests have enjoyed our new collection where we have used interesting embroidery and new colour combinations. The black Abaya with mint and emerald blue roses growing across the neckline is a reminder of spring and has been a favourite.”  One of the exceptional pieces on display was a black Abaya with delicately interwoven chiffon fabric with spare black beading that featured on the collar as well as on the edges of the sleeves. Another heavily embroidered piece was a white Abaya made of stiff linen and had bold motifs in padparadascha pink and pale olive green. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]

Cube Abaya is a Qatari brand that just turned one year old. A brainchild of two friends, Saida Al Khulaifi and Anfal Al Kandari, Cube Abaya showcased Abayas made of  interesting materials such as the material used for scuba diving outfits which made the Abayas stand stiff and allowed comfort.  

Anfal said: “Our friendship goes back to the days when we were in university. Saida was already experimenting in some novel designing ideas. At the time, I was into photography and graphic design, but found myself edging into fashion design. We found that we work really well as a team and hence Cube Abaya was born. To this day, I do the photoshoots myself, in addition to designing the Abaya collection with Saida.”

Saida described the persona of the Cube Abaya woman. “She is someone who is trendy, yet loves minimalism. She loves straight cuts but is willing to try a unique blend of material or colour combinations while ensuring she stays comfortable during the day.”  

Al Dukan is another Qatari brand that was established in 2008. The brand has an impressive following of 65.5K Instagram followers. AlAnoud Al Meghaisib, the designer, was inspired with her love for travelling when she designed this collection. Currently fascinated by the colours of India, she incorporated the tie-dying technique into the collection. Other Abayas used track-suit materials. 

She said: “I travel a lot and my guests are also ladies who travel a lot and want to feel comfortable while looking amazing. That’s why I incorporated some of the model shoots in another country. We did one photoshoot in Mumbai, India, and as you can see from the Instagram photos, I made sure that the model stood next to the black and yellow taxis of Mumbai, or at the fruit vendors shop, or even in the middle of a street market. It’s as if to say that Al Dukan has an adventurous travelling twist to it, which reflects my guests who are willing to try something adventurous when it comes to selecting Abaya designs.”

Other designers at ‘Cover,’ the Abaya pop-Up shop were Raw by Ayten and OE-O. Raw by Ayten is known for using only the best nature fibres such as linen and silk, hence the name ‘Raw.’ The designer behind OE-O, Maggie Jonk, is a Canadian fashion designer and an anthropologist. Sharing a joint passion for photography and graphic design with her business partner, she brings a sense of balance, depth and some amount of edginess to her Abaya designs. 

This Cube Abaya takes advantage of the scuba diving material for comfortable wear any time of the day while being in style.

DSF 2016 runs until 1 February with over 150 events and activities providing residents and visitors from around the world the opportunity to enjoy exceptional experiences at the world’s most rewarding festival.
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